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Much More Than Education

on to the next course by taking into account a series of criteria.

The Criteria for promotion to the next year group are decided on after careful consideration of all aspects of the
teaching-learning process and the criteria must be taken into account when making these decisions. They regulate
the passing of pupils from one course to the next, and they are linked to the standards of formative and continuous
assessment which always take into account, among other things, the aptitudes of each pupil, with the aim of
providing individualised guidance.

The changes in the Organic Law on Education, made by the Ministerial Order for Infant, Primary, Secondary and
Sixth form, provide guidelines on pupils’ progress through the different stages. They set conditions on the Criteria for
promotion to the next year group and they must be contained within them. They refer to pupils in all stages. These
guidelines are as follows:

- Infant Education: Overall assessment of the complete set of abilities shown by pupils corresponding to the
General Objectives. These Objectives, adapted to the school’s socio-cultural context and the general charac-
teristics of its pupils as a whole, must be the assessment’s essential benchmark.

- Primary Education: Overall assessment in relation to the complete set of abilities shown in the General Ob-
jectives of the corresponding Stage and the assessment criteria for each subject. These objectives and criteria,
adapted to the characteristics of the pupils as a whole and to the socio-cultural context of the school, must be
the inspiration behind the assessment.

- Secondary Education: Continuous, integrative assessment, though it will be differentiated according to the di-
fferent subjects. The integrated nature of Secondary education assessments requires that the general abilities
established for this stage by the different subjects’ objectives must be taken into account

- Sixth form: Assessment of progress by taking as the primary reference the assessment criteria that are pro-
vided for each subject. The level of compliance must be calculated in relation to the General Objectives for
Sixth form.

In particular, we can see that:

a) In Infant Education, the assessment will be adapted to the pupil’s individual characteristics based on direct
and systematic observation.

b) In Primary Education, the assessment is still done overall, as regards the General Objectives of the Stage,
but adds the Assessment Criteria as a reference tool for the different subjects.

¢) The Compulsory Secondary Education (E.S.0.) is not overall assessment but integrative, although it is differen-
tiated according to the different subjects, and, to clarify, this integrative nature requires that the abilities laid down
for this stage must be taken into account, but through each different subject. That is to say that assessment is
no longer made of the overall General Objectives, but rather of the Objectives of each subject, which means these
latter objectives now have particular relevance. This process will be continuous and formative.

d) In Sixth form education, the primary benchmark for assessment is the criteria for each subject established
by the Access to University programme, in its shape and very specific form. It must be adhered to by the tea-
chers, although calculation will have to be made in relation to the Stage Objectives.

To sum up, there is an evolution in the concept of “assessment”. It starts off as an overall assessment, but later, at
higher levels, takes the different subjects into account. Later still, it becomes an integrative assessment - though
differentiated according to subjects - and it ends in the final stages by referring only to subjects.

It can be seen that in all stages there is a common denominator of attending to the general objectives of each stage,
which will enable certain decisions to be made in special cases.

There are legislative rules that have to be borne in mind when deciding whether pupils can pass on to the next cycle
or not.

0Of these rules, the following must be emphasised:
- Primary Education: A child can only repeat one course in the entire stage, at the end of each of the cycles.

- Secondary Education: A child can only repeat courses twice. It must be borne in mind that pupils who fail in
only one or two subjects can pass on to the next course.
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Much More Than Education

- Sixth form Education: A pupil cannot pass from First Level to Second Level having failed more than two
subjects. (**) Furthermore, the Second Level course must be repeated by any pupil who finishes with three
subjects failed.

e SUBJECT OBJECTIVES

The third phase in the process of deciding on and laying down the School’s Curricular Project is formulating the
General Objectives for each subject in the stage, i.e. of a disciplinary nature.

The School’s own Stage Objectives are decided by taking into account the General Objectives which the Basic
Curriculum Decree assigns to each school subject.

(a) Identify points of agreement between the proposed Subject Objectives within the Basic Curricular
Design and the School’s Stage Objectives, formulated in the previous phase.

(b) Identify the aspects of the School’s Stage Objectives which are not contemplated in the Objectives
assigned to the subjects in the Basic Curricular Project.

(c) Reformulate them so as to make possible refinements.

(d) Group together and put into order the Subject Objectives to establish priorities between them in
accordance with the School’s Stage Objectives.

(e) Boost the knowledge of English of all new pupils that join the School.
In annual programmes, work and classroom programmes, we shall attend to the following fundamental aspects:

- Choice of course content.

- Selection of ability levels.

- Formulation of Learning Objectives.

- Criteria for Assessment/Re-assessment.
- Methodology.

- Scheduling.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (S.E.N.)

Regarding Infant, Primary, and Secondary level, it is necessary to mention the specific case of pupils with Special
Educational Needs in relation to promotion to the next year group, because this implies carrying on to the next stage
with the Adapted Curriculum (ACI) as determined previously, and reviewing the degree of significance of the needs
in accordance with the contents of the stage to which the child is passing.

It is advisable to establish some conditions such as, for example, the cycle in which it is best to repeat courses,
depending on whether the priority is for the child to master the elementary skills that appear in the Primary First
Cycle, or to wait for more development of certain skills which will enable the child to adapt better to certain
circumstances. The normal situation is that the skills are acquired in Primary First and Second Cycles. It is also
usual during those Cycles to make the decisions on each cycle’s basic learning points, which are made out by the
previous organisers and without which it is impossible to move forward in the sequence of contents established for
the school.

It is also necessary to determine not only the General Criteria, but also some specific points for those pupils with
Special Educational Needs (SEN) who attend school.

Taking into account these guidelines and the legislation, together with factors such as aptitudes, behaviour,
character, the real possibilities of overcoming the difficulties, the possibility of adaptation to groups of younger
pupils, the positive or negative influence that the child could have on the group, etc., our School’s teachers must
set out criteria which in some way gives guidance and helps in making decisions on those pupils that have failed
to pass the final assessment of each course. This is very important, and would help very much in all aspects. If
it is thought that a pupil, either because of their level of ability or their method of studying, will not be able to
successfully reach the objectives laid down for a stage within the time established by the law, it will have to be
decided which part of the stage it would be best for him or her to repeat. All of this will have to be set out in writing,
with recommendations and criteria which can be either very rigid, in such a way that everything is cut and dried,
or, on the other hand, very flexible, leaving the teaching team with the responsibility of deciding in cases that give
no definitive recommendations.

Al of this procedure is defined by the plan set out by the Guidance Department.
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¢ THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL OBJECTIVE is to be loyal to our motto:

A LIFELONG LOVE OF LEARNING

¢ To create a School which provides bilingual education, but which also offers:

- A pleasant, positive and personal atmosphere, creating citizens of the world who work for the good of huma-
nity.

- An education that encourages initiative, creativity, and decision-taking.

- A diversified and motivational programme carried out by an efficient and suitable group of teaching staff who
demonstrate their experience and dedication to teaching.

- Preparation for potential access to any university in Spain or the world.
- A teacher/pupil ratio that allows individual attention and favours the development of each pupil.
- Constant dedication to the transmission of positive values, regulated by the rules of coexistence:

Honour, Honesty, Truthfulness, Generosity, Solidarity, Justice, Respect,
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Freedom, Kindness, Consistency, and Equality.

- Special attention from the Infant Stage and the First Cycle of Primary Education to study programmes in Spa-
nish and in English which will allow The English Centre’s pupils to take up their careers in any international
environment.

- Methodology based on direct observation of the pupils, together with their experiences, practice, and work,
enabling them to fully take on board the education provided; at the same time, the pupil’s previously acquired
knowledge is taken into account.

- Desire to access new technologies, which are not the object of learning, but working tools.
- A place to develop and encourage vocations for music, sport, art, literary composition, etc.
- A place for meeting and exchange with different cultures and people.

- An education that fosters a love of Nature, backed by an education that creates behavioural habits that are
respectful of the environment, thus showing support for our Certificate in Environmental Management.

- The finest quality facilities and services.

Much More Than Education
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WWW.COIECi.es ® 956 850 560 Glorieta Centro Inglés, s/n. 11500 - El Puerto de Santa Maria, Cadiz

Rutas de autobuses: Cadiz, Cafios de Meca, Conil, Chiclana, San Fernando, Puerto Real, El Puerto, Urbanizaciones Costa Oeste y Valdelagrana, Jerez, Sanldcar, Rota, Chipiona.





